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PRACTICAL, COST-EFFICIENT CHIRAL
SYNTHESIS OF DIHYDROSPHINGOSINES

This is a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No.
07/852,885 filed on Mar. 17, 1992, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND AND BRIEF SUMMARY OF
THE INVENTION

A variety of complex lipids are involved in the structure
of biological membranes. These lipids can be classified into
two categories, the glycerophospholipids and the sphin-
golipids. The sphingolipids or sphingoid bases, as they are
commonly referred to, are natural, long-chain amino bases.
They typically have a 2-amino-1,3-diol hydrophilic head
and a long (usually 15-carbon), hydrophobic (lipophilic)
alkyl chain. The amphiphlic nature of these biomolecules is
responsible for their properties and function in the mem-
brane, Liscovitch, M. et al, Biochem. Parmacol. 1991, 42,
2071-2075.

There is a link between sphingolipids and signal trans-
duction. Shingoid bases have been shown to inhibit the
protein kinase C, in vitro, Hannun, Y. et al, J. Biol. Chem.
1986, 261, 12604-12609, and thus the cellular responses
mediated by protein kinase C, Nashizuka, Y., Science 1986,
223, 305-312; Bell, R. M., Cell 1986, 45, 631-632; Morrill,
A. H,, Jr. et al, Biochim Biophys. Acta 1989, 1010, 13-139.
Sphingosine is one of the most potent inhibitors of the
protein kinase C.

Recent SAR studies have revealed that inhibition is about
the same with all of the major, naturally occurring long-
chain bases, Hannun, Y. et al, J. Biol. Chem. 1986, 261,
12604-12609; Wilson, E. et al, J. Biol. Chem. 1986, 261,
12610-12614; and Merrill, A. H., Jr., et al, Biochemistry
1989, 28, 3138-3145; i.e., sphinganine (2, dihydrosphin-
gosine) and 4-D-hydroxyphinganine (3, phytoshingosine).
Key factors in the development of these sphingoid bases as
inhibitors of the protein kinase C are: 1) they do not appear
to affect most other kinases and 2) they are natural constitu-
ents of cells and tissues, Liscovitch, M. et al, Biochem.
Parmacol. 1991, 42, 2071-2075.

Sphinganine, 1

Sphinganine, 2

4-D-Hydroxysphinganine, 3

Broadly the invention comprises the stereospecific syn-
theses of the dihidrosphingosines, which syntheses utilize
certain chiral epoxides, set forth below, which chiral
epoxides have been previously described, (a) Abushanab, E.,
U.S. Pat. No. 4,931,575; (b) Abushanab, E. et al, J. Org.
Chem. 1988, 53, 2598-2602; (c) Vargeese, C. et al., J. Org.
Chem. 1990, 55, 4400—4403.
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4a. 2R, 3R 5a. 2R, 3R
4b. 28, 38 5b.28, 38
4c. 28, 3R 5c. 28, 3R
4d. 2R, 38 5d. 2R, 38

The syntheses or processes of the invention comprise the
steps, subsequent to step 4 in the reaction scheme shown in
the FIGURE. The invention embodies all four isomers,
where each chiral center can be R or S of compounds 6
through 14 shown in the FIGURE.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The FIGURE is a scheme of syntheses of all four sphin-
ganines. A typical sequence describes the preparation of
D-dihydrosphingosine (2,25,3R-sphinganine).

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT(S)

The preferred embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to the FIGURE and to the synthesis of D-dihydrosph-
ingosine (25, 3R-sphinganine) with the starting compounds
4a and Sa via alternative synthetic routes.

Referring to the FIGURE, in a first synthetic route where
R,, R,=CH;, (2R,3R)-3,4-Epoxy-1,2,-0-isopropylidenebu-
tane-1,2-dio] (4a) was reacted with tetradecylmagnesium
chloride in tetrahydrofuran (THF) under nitrogen for 3 hours
to furnish a 94% yield of (2R,3R)-1,2-0-isopropyl-deneoc-
tadecane-1,2,3-triol (6a). Protection of the 3-ol position as a
benzyl to afford 7a was accomplished in 87% yield. Alter-
natively, allyl alcohol can be used in place of benzyl alcohol
to protect this position. The allyloxy protecting group can be
easily removed under mild reductive conditions, Cichy, A. F.
et al, J. Org. Chem. 1991, 56, 4653-4658. Opening of the
acetonide with acid 8a, (97%) followed by a Mitsunobu
reaction provided 9a (89%) in good yield.

Compound 9 [1,2-epoxy-3-0-benzyloctadecane-1,2,3,-
triol] is an extremely versatile chiron and can be employed
to synthesize a variety of “head”-modified sphinganines.

For example, treatment of 9 with dimethyl methylphos-
phate in the presence of butylithium and (BF;-OEt,) boron-
trifluoride etherate will afford the phosphonate 10. (where
R;=CH,C¢H; and R,=CH,P(0)(OCHj;),; see the Scheme).

Nu o+ 9Rs=CHCeH) g 11331131;.‘61312

[(CH30)2P(O)CHz]
OCH,CsHs
(CH1)14CH3)
O =P
10 (where R3=Bn,
H;CO OCH; R4=CHP(O)OCHs),

Regiospecific opening of 9a with sodium benzylate gave
10a (75%). Conversion of the 2R position to 2S was
accomplished in two ways. First, 10a was tosylated to 11a
and then inverted with azide ion to give 12a. A second, more
direct route involved inversion using diphenylphosphory-
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lazide under Mitsunobu conditions to give 12ain 95% yield.
Reduction of the azide 12a furnished 2a which was charac-
terized as its triacetate.

A second synthetic route employs compound 5a, where
R,=CcH, and R,=H and shortens the process by 3—4 steps.
With the exception of steps 710, the chemistry was
identical to that illustrated in Scheme 1. Reduction of the
benzylidene 7a (where R,=C¢Hs, R,=H) with DIBALH
(diisobutylaluminum hydride) furnished 10a (where
R;=CH,CgH; and R,=0CH,C¢H;) in 82% yield.

EXAMPLE

The preparation of (2R,3R)-1,2-O-Isopropylideneoctade-
cane-1,2,3-triol (6a, where R,R,=CH,).

Tetradecylmagnesium chloride (65mL, 65 mmol), 1.5 mL
of a catalytic solution [LiCl (0.085 g), CuCl, (0.134 g) in
THF (5 mL)] and THF (100 mL) were cooled to —78° C.
Compound 4a (4.6 g, 32 mmol) in THF (20 mL) was added
dropwise to the cooled, stirred solution (under N,). and after
addition was complete the reaction was stirred for 3 hours at
—~78° C. The reaction mixture was allowed to warm up to
room temperature and left overnight. A saturated NH,CI
solution (20 mL) was then added to the reaction mixture and
stirred for 15 min. Solvents were then evaporated under
reduced pressure. The resulting residue was extracted with
ether, dried (anhyd. MgSO,) and evaporated. The oily
product was purified on siica gel using hexanes/ethylacetate
(9:1, v/v) to give 6a (10.33 g, 94.47%). [0],>*+8.04 (c
0.995, CH,Cl,); "H NMR (CDCl,) 80.85 (m, 3H), 1.0-1.6
(m, 39H), 2.0-2.4 (m, 3H), 3.3—4.1 (m, 4H). Anal. Calcd for
C,:H,,0504: C, 73.63; H, 12,36. Found: C, 73.49; H, 12.29.

The preparation of (2R, 3R) -1,2-O-Benzylidineoctade-
cane-1,2,3-triol (6a, where R;=CgHj;, R,=H).

Epoxide 5a (2.45 g, 12.75 mmol) was treated in the same
manner as 4a for the synthesis of 6a (where R,R,=CH,).
Treatment of 5a in the presence of 1 mL of the catalytic
solution in anhydrous THF (40 ml furnished 4.6 g (93%) of
the title compound. Anal. caled for C,5sH,,05: C, 76.87; H,
10.84. Found: C, 76.91; H, 10.86.

The preparation of (2R, 3R) -1,2-O-Isopropylidene-3-O-
benzyloctadecane-1,2,3-triol  (7a, where R;R,=CHj,
R=CH,C.Hy).

To a stirred suspension of NaH (60%, 1.8 g, 46 mmol) in
dry DMF (20 mL) was added dropwise a solution of 6a
where R;R,=CH; (10.33 g, 30 mmol) in DMF (80 mL). The
reaction was stirred at room temperature for 0.5 hours, and
then benzyl bromide (5.8 g, 4.1 mL, 34 mmol) was added
dropwise. Once the addition was complete, the reaction was
stirred at room temperature overnight. Solvent was then
removed under reduced pressure and excess NaH was
decomposed by the addition of water. The product was then
extracted with CH,Cl,, dried (anhyd. MgSO,), and the
excess solvent evaporated and the residue chromatographed
on silica gel using hexanes/ethylacetate (95: 5, v/v) to give
7 (11.3 g, 86.7%). [a] 5*°+19.55 (c 1.1, CH,Cl,); "H NMR
(CDCl,) 80.85 (m, 3H), 1.0-1.6 (m, 32H), 1.7-1.9 (m, 2H),
3.2-4.3 (m, 4H), 4.4-4.85 (ABq, 2H, J=12Hz, CH,C.Hs),
7.25 (s, SH, CH,CgHy). Anal. caled for C;,H,405: C, 77.72;
H, 11.18. Found: C, 77.63; H, 11.08.

The preparation of (2R, 3R)-1,2-O-Benzylidine-3-O-ben-
zyloctadecane-1,2,3-triol (7a where R,=C;H;, R,=H,
Ry;=CH,CH;) .

Benzylation of 6a (where R;=C¢Hs, R,=H) was carried
out as described for the preparation of 7a (where R;R,=
CHs;). Sodium hydride (150 mg, 3.75 mmol) was reacted

10

20

25

35

40

50

60

65

4

with 6a (975 mg, 2.50 mmol) in DMF and to the suspension
was added benzyl bromide (0.45 mL; 641 mg, 3.75 mmol).
Work-up of the reaction provided the title compound (960
mg, 80%). Anal. caled for C;,H,505: C, 79.95; H, 10.06.
Found: C, 79.86; H, 9.84.

The preparation of (2R,3R)-3-O-Benzyloctadecane-1,2,3-
triol (8a, where R,=CH,CH.,).

Compound 7a (13.75 g, 31.8 mmol) was dissolved in 95%
EtOH (100 mL) and to the solution was added water (2.5
mL), concentrated hydrochloric acid (2.0 mL), and amber-
lite IR-130 resin (5.85 g). The reaction was stirred at room
temperature for 20 hours and then the resin was removed by
filtration and the filtrate concentrated in vacuo. The crude
product was crystallized from hexanes to give 8a (12.1 g,
96.7%). mp 58-60° C.; [a],—16.5 (c 0.825, CH,CL,); 'H
NMR (CDCl,) 60.9 (m, 3H), 1.1-1.75 (m, 28H), 2.35 (br S,
2H), 3.3-3.38 (m, 4H), 4.6 (ABq, 2H, J=12 Hz, CH,CH,.
Anal. Calcd for C,5H,,05: C, 76.48; H, 11.30. Found: C,
76.24; H, 11.49.

The preparation of 1,2-Epoxy-3-O-benzyloctadecane-1,2,
3-triol (9a, where Ry=CH,CHs).

Triphenylphosphine (9.64 g, 37 mmol) and the diol 8a
(12.1 g, 31 mmol) were dissolved in toluene ( 130 mL).
Diisopropy! azodicarboxylate (7.5 g, 37 mmol) was added
dropwise and the mixture was allowed to stir for 1 hour at
room temperature. The solvent was removed and the residue
was heated at 100° C. for 2 hours and then purified by silica
gel chromatography using hexanes/ethylacetate (95:5, v/v)
as eluant to give 9a (10.26 g, 89.2%); [],,*+9.02 (c 2.45,
CH,Cl,); '"H NMR (CDCly) 80.9 (m, 3H), 1.1-1.65 (m,
28H), 2.3-2.5 (m, 1H), 2.6-2.8 (m, 1H), 2.9-3.1 (m, 2H),
4.6 (ABq, 2H, J=12 Hz, CH,CsHs), 7.1-7.4 (m, 5H,
CH,CgHs). Anal. Caled for C,sH,,0,: C, 80.15; H, 11.30.
Found: C, 80.14; H, 11.14.

The preparation of (2R,3R)-1,2-Di-O-benzyloctadecane-
1,2,3-triol  (10a, where R;R,=CH;, R;=CH,CgHs,
R,=0OCH,CGHs).

Method A. Benzyl alcohol (15.0 mL, 144.2 mmol) in
t-BuOH (80 mL) was added to a sodium hydroxide [2.0 g
(50 mmol) was dissolved in water (2 mL)] solution and the
mixture was heated at reflux for 0.5 hour. Compound 9a (9.2
g, 24.5 mmotl) was then added and heating continued for 6
hours. The volatile solvents were removed by evaporation
and the remaining aqueous layer was extracted with CH,Cl,.
The organic layer was dried over anhyd. MgSO,, filtered,
and evaporated in vacuo. The oily residue was purified by
silica gel chromatography using hexanes/ethyl acetate (95:5,
v/v) to furnish 1.4 g of starting material and 10 (7.52g,
74.6%); [0],>—6.68 (c 1.9, CH,CL,); 'H NMR (CDCl,;)
50.85 (m, 3H), 1.0-1.65 (m, 28H), 2.4 (3, 1H, J=6 Hz),
3.35-3.55 (m, 2H), 3.6-4.1 (m, 2H), 4.3-7.7 (m, 4H, 2
CH,CcHs), 7.25 (s, 10H, 2CH,C,Hs). Anal. Caled for
C,,Hs5005: C, 79.62; H, 10.44. Found: C, 79.89; H, 10.18.

Method B: Compound 7a where R;=C¢H,, R,=H,
R,=CH,C H; (240 mg, 0.5 mmol) was dissolved in toluene
(5 mL) and the stirred solution cooled to 0° C. Diisobuty-
Jaluminum hydride (DIBALH; 1.5 mL of a 1.0 M toluene
solution, 3 mmol) was added to this solution and the reaction
mixture was stirred 1 hour at 0° C. The reaction mixture was
allowed to warm to room temperature and stirred overnight.
Excess reducing agent was decomposed with a saturated
NH,CI solution and a 20% citric acid solution. Next the
reaction mixture was extracted with ether and the ether layer
washed with water and dried over anhyd. MgSO,. The dried
ether layer was filtered, evaporated under reduced pressure,
and chromatographed on silica gel using hexanes/etheyl
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acetate (95:5, v/v). Pure 10a (200 mg, 82%) was obtained
which was identical in all respects to 10a prepared from
Method A.

The preparation of (2R, 3R)-1,2-Di-O-benzyl-2-O-tosy-
loctadecane-1,2,3-triol ~ (1la, where R;=CH,CgHs,
R,=OCH,C¢Hs, Re=p-CH3C¢H,SO,).

Compound 10a (2.0 g, 4.143 mmol) and p-toluenesulpho-
nyl chloride (0.9 g, 4.72 mmol) was dissolved in CH,Cl, (50
mL). To this solution was added pyridine (15 mL) and the
reaction mixture was allowed to stir at room temperature for
24 hours. Next, water (100 mL) was added to the reaction
and the organic phase separated. This phase was washed
with 1IN HCI (100 mL) and water (100 mL) and then dried
over anhyd MgSO,. After removal of the solvent, the crude
product was purified by silica gel column chromatography
[hexanes/ethylacetate (95:5, v/v)] to afford 0.26 g of 10a and
11a (1.1 g, 48%); [a]p>*+10.09 (c 1.64, CH,CL,); '"H NMR
(CDCl;) 80.9 (m, 3H). 1.1-1.6 (m, 28H), 2.3 (s, 3H,
CH,CcH,S0,), 3.45-3.8 (m, 3H, 4.3 (s, 2H, CH,C¢Hs,),
4.55 (s, 2H, CH,C.Hs), 4.6-4.9 (m, 1H), 7.0~-7.4 (m, 12H,
2 CH,C¢Hs, CH,C.H,SO,), 7.7 (d, 2H, J=9.0 Hgz,
CH,CH,SO,). Anal. Calcd for C3oH¢SOs5: C, 73.54; H,
8.86; S, 5.03. Found: C, 73.62; H, 8.88, S, 4.91.

The preparation of (25, 3R)-2-Azido-1,2-di-O-benzyloc-
tadecane-1,2,3-triol (12a, where R;=CH,C¢Hs,
R,=0OCH,CH,).

Method A: Compound 10z (1.0 g, 2.07 mmol) was
dissolved in THF (75 mL). Triphenylphosphine (0.44 g, 2.09
mmol), Diisopropyl azodicarboxylate (0.42 g, 2.08 mmol)
and diphenylphosphorylo azide (0.57 g, 2.07 mmol) was
added to the solution and the reaction mixture was stirred at
room temperature for 24 hours. The excess solvent was then
removed under reduced pressure and the resulting residue
chromatographed on silica gel using hexanes/CH,Cl, (7:3,
viv) to give 12a (0.994 g, 94.5%) . ’

Method B: To a solution containing Compound 11a (1.0
g, 1.6 mmol) in DMF (20 mL) was added sodium azide (0.21
£, 3.2 mmol) and the mixture was heated at 100° for 7 hours.
The reaction mixture was allowed to cool and then the
solvent was removed in vacuo and the residue chromato-
graphed as mentioned above to give 12a (0.69 g, 86.6%),
[o],*+11.68 (c 1.9, CH,CL,), *H NMR (CDCl,) 80.9 (m,
3H, 1.1-1.6 (m, 28H), 3.4-3.8 (m, 4H, 4.5 (s, 4H, 2
CH,CgHy), 7.25-7.45 (m, 10H, 2 CH,C¢H,). Anal. calcd for
C3,H,oN;3O,: C, 75.69; H, 9.73; N, 8.28.

The preparation of 2, 2S,3R-Sphinganine (2). Catalytic
reduction, Reist, E. J.; Christie, P. H., J. Org. Chem. 1970,
35, 3521-3524, of 12a leads to the title compound. 2S,3R-
sphinganine was characterized by conversion to the known
triacetate: mp 92°-93° C,, [Lit, Reist, E. J.; Christie, P. H.,
J. Org. Chem. 1970, 35, 3521-3524, 90°-93° C.]; [o] '+
15.7 (¢ =0.7, chloroform), [Lit, Reist, E. J.; Christie, P. H.,
J. Org. Chem. 1970, 35, 3521-3524, [a]p!°+16.0 (c=0.5,
chloroform)]. - ,

Although described with reference to the starting com-
pounds 4a, 5a (2R,3R) syntheses using the other R and S
isomers 4b, 4c, 4d and 5b, 5c and 5d are within the scope of
the invention.

The foregoing description has been limited to a specific
embodiment of the invention. It will be apparent, however,
that variations and modifications can be made to the inven-
tion, with the attainment of some or all of the advantages of
the invention. Therefore, it is the object of the appended
claims to cover all such variations and modifications as
come within the true spirit and scope of the invention.
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Having described our invention what we now claim is:
1. A compound of the structure:

OR3 )
vk(CHz)l‘xCHz
0
where
R; equals CH,CcH; or
o X .

2. A process for the preparation of a compound of the
structural formula 2
OH @

HO (CHz)14CHs

]

which comprises:

adding an organomagnesium composition to a compound
of the structural formula 4 to form a compound of the
structural formula 6.

@

OH ©

0 (CH2)14CHs
R; ‘Xv (0]

benzylating a compound of structural formula 6 to form a
compound of the structural formula 7

&

OR3 @

0 (CH2)12CHs

Ry

&
o

hydrolyzing 7 with acid to form a compound of the structural
formula 8

OR3 @®
50
HO (CH2)14CH3
OH
dehydrating 8 to form a compound of the structural formula
ss 9
OR3 ()]
v\ (CH2)14CH3
0
60

65

converting the epoxide of 9 to a corresponding alcohol to
form a compound of the structural formula 10

OR3

Ry /\/j\ (CHy)14CHs

OH

(10)
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7
inverting 10 to form a compound of the structural formula 12
OR; (12)
RK\/\ (CHz)14CH; S
N3
reducing 12 to form the compound 2
where
R,,R, equals CH, 10
R; equals Ch,CHs or-

CHZ/\

15
R, equals OCH,C,H,, OC(CH,),

OCHZ/\ or CH2 —P//

20
(ORs),
Rs equal C,H,,,,
where ’s
n=l, 2, or 3.

3. A process for the preparation of a compound of the
structural formula 2

OH

HO/\/\ (CHy)14CHs

NH»

@ 3

which comprises:

. . - 5
adding an organomagnesium composition to a compound 3

of the structural formula 4 to form a compound of the
structural formula 6

0 @
40
o w
Rx% 0

Ry
OH

0 /Y\(CHz)MCHs
R1Av o]

R; 50

®) 45

benzylating a compound of structural formula 6 to form a
compound of the structural formula 7

OR; O]

55
0 (CH2)14CHs

Rl% (o]

Ry

8
reducing 7 to form a compound of the structural formula 10
OR;3 (10
R4 (CH2)14CH3

OH

inverting 10 to form a compound of the structural formula 12

OR3

mﬁ/\ (CHy)14CH;

N3

(12)

reducing 12 to form the compound 2
where

R, equals C;Hj;

R, equals H

R; equals CH,C.H; or

o X
R, equals OCH,C H;, OC(CH,),

OCH X or CHZ—P//

(ORs),

R; equal C,H,,,,,
where

n=1, 2 or 3.

4. The method of claims 2 or 3 which comprises: tosy-
lating 10 to form a compound of the structural formula 11

OR3

mx/k (CHa)1:CHs

ORs

Rg equals CH,S0,, CF,S0, or p-CH;CeH,SO, an

inverting 11 with azide ion to form a compound of the
structural formula 12

OR3

m/\/\ (CH)14CH;,

N3

12
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